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VALUE OF THE UM/ UWC EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
 
The UM/ UWC Exchange Program is a brilliant and vital partnership. Having the opportunity to interface 
with and build research and relational partnerships with colleagues at UWC is a tremendous privilege and 
an important initiative. There are synergistic connections between the two institutions that must continue 
to be developed and leveraged as we seek to find solutions to global dilemmas. Having the opportunity to 
learn about the experiences of two Olympic hopefuls has been an invaluable and rare experience to study, 
connect and consider diasporic realities in unprecedented ways.  
 
 

PROPOSAL SUMMARY 
 

The goal of the Border Crossing Sistahs project was to build on the current focus on the well-
being of women in South Africa and the interests in the 2021 Olympics to center the journeys 
and voices of two amazing women, who in spite of significant odds are pursuing their Olympic 
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I sought to learn what this all means in a post-Mandela South Africa and I gleaned many insights 
as reflected in my UMSAEP final report and in the published journal article in the Journal of 
Negro Education that highlighted the experiences of Mandla Gagayi, University of Western 
Cape Athletic Director. Specifically, I explored the implications and perspectives of Black male 
South African athletes who must form identities and define success in this context. This was an 
objective of the study I commenced during the summer of 2017 at the University of Western 
Cape. I also wanted to explore the persistence of racialized complexities, sport, and politics in 
South Africa—even as the South African rugby team prepares for the 2015 World Cup, and 
discussions of racial representation and the absence of Black or colored players on this year’s 
team persist.    
 
As a faculty member at the University of Missouri (MU) who is committed to social justice and 
the uplift of all people, I am eager to continue to collaborate with my colleagues at the UWC to 
better understand the experiences of Black female South African athletes/ students through 
digital storytelling. I have led projects of similar size and scope for organizations like the NCAA, 
the National Basketball Players Association, and other funded studies and documentaries. 
 
Specifically, in this project, I wanted to learn about and share their journeys, aspirations, and 
how their life stories impact how they see themselves and their experiences. The timing of this 
proposed project was particularly significant in light of the violence toward and oppression of 
women in South Africa that has been punctuated by the untimely killings of a female student at 
both UWC and the University of Cape Town (UCT). During my 2017 visit to Cape Town, data 
from the study participants revealed gendered tensions as manifested by resistance movements 
like the “Men Are Trash” movement, which South African women were using to push back on 
the infringements of patriarchy. 
 

AMERICAN CONTENT 
 

While U.S. based scholars have examined important variables related to the identities of Black 
male student-athletes (Adler & Adler, 1991; Beamon & Bell, 2006; Edwards, 2000; Harrison, 
Harrison, & Moore, 2002), more work is needed to hear and share the voices of Black female 
athletes. Of particular interest to U.S. based audiences and those interested in intersections 
between the U.S. and South Africa, the first South African athletes to compete in the Olympic 
games occurred in 1904 in St. Louis, less than 125 miles from my university, the University of 
Missouri—Columbia. Two of these participants—Len Taunyane and Jan Mashiani—were Black 
men who participated in the marathon and were the only Black South African athletes to 
represent their country until apartheid ended. We do not know much about ‘the village’/ the 
community and experiences that produced these two athletes. But we do know that their pathway 
to St. Louis in 1904 was laden in the oppressive reality that both Taunyane and Mashiani were 
Boer War veterans who had been “taken prisoner by the British” and happened to be in St. Louis 
for the World’s Fair where they “reenacted battle scenes at the fair.” Taunyane’s journey to and 
during the marathon was arduous: he would finish 9th, having run barefoot and despite being 
“chased nearly a mile off course by aggressive dogs” (Wikipedia, as drawn from the work of 
Cronin, 2010 and O’Toole, 2016). Clearly, the journeys of Black people across the diaspora and, 



!"#$%&'()*+,-./',01)"2)3,''"#/,)))7)
	

intersect with the United States. As a nation that seeks to be a leader in equality for women— 
particularly in sport as exemplified through the accomplishments like the U.S. women’s soccer 
team—this project can help connect the dots 
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forces of various identities can be a complex crossing. Border theory allows researchers to 
recognize and rupture the “epistemological, political, cultural, and social margins that structure 
the language of history, power, and difference” (Giroux, 2005, p. 20). Border theory helped us 
account for the “entangled web of contradiction” (Edwards, 2000) while also creating space for 
our participants to name how their identities, histories, and experiences inform how they see 
themselves, success, and their futures.  
 
Fig. 1. Exploring the Identities, Journeys, & Success of Black Female Athletes 
 

 
 
 

PROJECT ACTIVITIES & METHOD 
 

TARGET AUDIENCE AND PARTICIPANT INTERVIEWS  
 
As part of this documentary project, the researchers used digital storytelling to conduct 
individual interviews with two Black female South African athletes and Olympic hopefuls 
(Glesne, 2006). We also interviewed their parents, athletic director, former coaches, center 
directors on their campus, and their partners (boyfriends). A semi-structured interview protocol 
will be used during the interviews to explore their personal and educational journeys, their 
cultural and racial identities, and their perceptions of success in the current political and Olympic 
preparation climate. To recruit these athletes, the documentary director drew on his relationships 
in the athletic department at UWC to work with two sisters who are both Olympic hopefuls. The 
investigators expect to collect 20-25 hours of documentary interview data from the women and 
their family members, coaches, partners, and affiliates. The target audience as it relates to 
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viewership is the South African and wider African community, and audiences across the globe 
who are interested in women’s uplift, the Olympics, black women, and sport more generally. 
 
OBSERVATIONS           
 
The film makers observed and recorded participants in spaces in and around the athletic 
department and practice fields, as context for the oral histories they construct and share during 
our interviews or interactions. Observations were primarily be used as context and b-roll to better 
interpret and inform the information shared in the interviews. Observation field notes were 
recorded in a journal.  
 
MONITORING & EVALUATION PLAN 
 
Thematic analysis as outlined by Glesne (2006) was being used to analyze the film footage. The 
steps of the thematic analysis process are (1) collect data; (2) coding and categorizing the data; 
(3) searching and synthesizing for patterns; (4) and interpret the data. Specifically, data from the 
interviews will be video recorded, analyzed, and coded through attentiveness to the participant’s 
selectivity, slippage, repetition, and “the pattern[s] of their own priorities” (Casey, 1993, p. 19). 
Participants’ narratives will be assessed based on the topics, ideas, people, recollections, and 
stories that are privileged during the interviews. The film director and editor were attentive to the 
dynamics that were omitted by the participants. Film data analysis proceeded inductively to find 
commonalities among the participants. In pursuit of validity in this documentary, the 
investigators allowed for and examined “competing explanations and discrepant data,” so that 
the documentary affirms the knowledge, perspectives and experiences of the Black females who 
participate rather than being a reflection of the director’s own biases. Small focus group 
feedback was used to assess each iteration of the documentary’s development. 

 
RELEVANT ACCOMPLISHED WORK BY THE DIRECTOR FROM 2017 STUDY 

 
RESEARCH: EMERGING THEME & PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS 
 
Men are Trash. The abuse and mistreatment of women in South Africa has been a major topic of 
concern. News reports of a woman who was burned to death by a man were reverberating around 
Cape Town during my time collecting data. The Men are Trash movement speaks to the disgust 
and frustration of women in South Africa who will no longer remain quiet about the problematic 
masculinities that infringe upon their health and wellbeing. Many black male study participants 
discuss the prevalence of rape and abuse of women, and the associated tensions that exist in 
discussing and dismantling these and other gendered issues.  
 
KEY PERSONNEL (in alphabetical order)/ PROJECT PARTNERS/ ACCOMPLISHED 
WORK 
 
Project Courtesy Advisor/ Focus Group Member: Javan Cornelius of ShoeShine Media 
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Javan Cornelius is the founder of Shoeshine Media and an international award winning content 
creator who has worked with some of the most notable experts in the speaking, entertainment, 
religious, educational, and corporate industries including Dr. Eric Thomas (ET The Hip Hop 
Preacher), Bill Cosby, The University of Missouri, The CW Network, Public Broadcasting 
Service (PBS), and a number of personal brands, television, and digital media outlets. Following 
his own calling of creativity, Javan has proven himself to be a well-rounded Producer, Director, 
and Editor. He has traveled to more than 10 countries and 20 states, successfully delivering 
visual media projects to clients while inspiring them to hone their own creative genius and propel 
to the forefront of the marketplace by utilizing cutting-edge video content to enhance their 
marketing. 
 
Jordan Marushak (a Mizzou film student) served as the editor for the film; Seiler Burr was my 
audio engineer/ and videographer 2 and Meghan Smith was my camera 1 videographer. 
 
Film Director: Dr. Ty-Ron Douglas  
 
Ty-Ron M. O. Douglas, PhD., is an associate professor of Educational Leadership and Policy 
Analysis at the University of Missouri (Mizzou). A sought-after international speaker, thought 
leader and consultant, he has offered guest commentary for major national networks, including 
Fox News. His research explores the intersections between identity, community/geopolitical 
space, and the socio-cultural foundations of leadership, spirituality, and education. The recipient 
of a NCAA grant to study black male athletes and author of the award-winning book, Border 
Crossing Brothas, Dr. Douglas’ scholarship has appeared in outlets such as Teachers College 
Record and The Urban Review. He has two new books, including Campus Uprisings: How 
Student Activists and Collegiate Leaders Resist Racism and Create Hope (Teachers College 
Press), which—drawing on uprisings at Mizzou and Andrews University—provides guidance for 
executive and campus leaders. 
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• I created voiceover/ commercial demos for two student athletes, including a female 
Olympic prospect who sought me out after learning of the work I was doing with the 
male athletes. I continue to mentor UWC athletes. This has included connecting 
UWC students with top international speakers like Dr. Eric Thomas who sent a 
personal video message to some of my study participants who have follow his work 
and mentioned his name during their interviews with me; one athlete shed a tear after 
receiving a personal video from Eric “ET” Thomas shortly after our interview session.  
 

• My previous project in Cape Town has yielded a scholarly publication: In the fall of 
2017, I published an article in collaboration with Mandla Gagayi. 
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